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TAGSS LINSe ASECs MOPSs LEs Fky US ,
SUEJECYIS MAJUK BOMB ATTACK ON US AND FRENCH MNF
CONTINGENT = SITUATION AS UOF 0830 LUCAL -

1. (C=ENTIRE TEXT)e

e AV 0622 LUCAL SUNDAY MUWN1HNGy OCTOBER 23y & VEHICLE
LUOADEY WwWITH EXPLOSIVES DEMULISHED THE HEADQUARTERS OF
THE USMIF BATTALION LANDING TEAM AT THE BEJRUT
INTEKENATIONAL AIRPORT (BIA)s THE USMNF HEADUWUARTERS
ESTIMATES THAT AT LEAST TWO HUNDRED PEUPLE WERE 1IN THE
BUILDINGy wHICH SERVES ALSC AS BARRACKSs AT THE TI1ME,
THEY BELIEVE MOST OF THE PERSONNEL IN THE BUILDING ARE
NOW DEAL . (SIMULTANEQUSLYs A FRENCH MNF SUBURDINATE
HEADWUAKTERS BUILDING WAS SEVERELY DAMAGED BY AN

EXPLUSION IN AN ADJACENT BUILDING IN THE RAMLET AL BAYDA 77

AREAe wE HMAVE FEw DETALLS AT THIS TIMEs BUY WE ,
UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE AT LEAST 10 DEAD AND MANY MORE
wWOUNDED ) » : . - ’

3. THE US MAKINE BLT 1S5 A SUBORDIWATE UNIT TO THE
24TH MARINE AMPHIBIOUS UNIT wHICH MAKES UP THE USMNF
PRKESENCE IN BEIHUTe THE COWNMANDER UF THE 24TH MAUY
COLe TIMOTHY GERAGHTY ~ TS UNHURTANCT IW CONTROL OF ™
THE SITUATIUN. - HIS HEADWUARTERSs IN A NEARBY BUILDING
CONTIMUES TU FUNCTION EFFECTIVELY. SUKVIVORS AND
BODIES AME STILL 2EING EVACUATED FRUM TKE RUINS .OF THE
BLT BUILDINGe RED CRUSS ANC OTHER LESANESE DISASTER
RELIEF HERSONNEL AKE ON THE SCENEs AND HEAVY EGQUIPMENT
1S BEING USED TO CLEAK THE WRECKAGE. ®OUNDED
PERSUNNEL AKE BEING EVACUATED TU THE ITALIAN MNF FIELD
HUSP1TAL NEAR SABRA/SHATILA REFUGEE CAMPeTO US NAVY
ShIPS UFFSHUREsAND PROBABLY TO LOCAL HOSPITALS AS WELL,
FRENCH wOUNDED ARE ALSO BEING SENT TO THE ITALIAN HOS=
PITAL AND TU LUCAL HUSPITALS. LEBANESE ARMED FORCES
ARE U THE SCENE PROVIDING ASSISTANCE,

4o AS THE USMNF CONTINGENT RECUNSTRUCTS,. THE. INCIDENT.
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A ThuCK LUADED wITH EAPLDSXVtS WAS DRIVENFINTO AN
AlRPURT PARNING LOT 1WMEDLIATELY SOUTH OF THE BLT -
BULLUINGe 1T CRASHED THROUGH A METAL GATEs PAST
MAKIWE DEFENSIVE PUSITIGNS AND- INTU THE LUBBY OF THE
BUILUINGe THE BUILDING 1S ABOUT S50 METEKRS NORTH OF THE .
EDGE UF ThE PARKING LOTe ThE LUBBY EXTENDED THE

FULL RLIGHT UF THE 4 OR 5 STURY BUILDINGs AND THE

TRUCK APRPARENTLY EXPLODED 1IN THE CENTER OF THE bUILDINb|
PEELING 1T UUTWARD IN ALL DIRECTIONS.

5, CODEL HUMPHREYs wHICH HAL ARRIVED IN BEIRUT ThE
PREVIUUS EVENINGy HAD SPENT THE NIGHT ON BUARD THE

USS Iwl JIMA UFFSHORE AND HAD NUT CUME ASHOREe THE
EMBASSY IS ADVISING THE SENATOR TO REMAIN ON BOARLC

SH1P UNTlL THE.SITUATIUN HAS CLARIFIED,

be. AMBASSALOK BARTHOLDM&W RILL BE VISITING THb
SCENE SHORTLY.,. : S
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